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ROLE OF IGNCA IN DIGITAL 
PRESERVATION OF MANUSCRIPTS - 
AN OVERVIEW
1. Introduction:
Preservation is the most perplexing and unyielding problem confronting the libraries of 
the world today. Man seems to be worried about the permanence of his writing ever since 
he attempted to write. Preservation of manuscript is very serious problem for the librarian 
through the world 
In present age, the rapid development of information technology and communication 
system has brought revolutionary changes in the organization and management of 
information. The advance application of information technology has touched each and 
every activity of library and information centers. Now the information technology brings 
the unique opportunity to the  eld of preservation with the digital preservation facility of 
the non digital documents.
2. About  IGNCA:
The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), established in the memory of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi, is visualized a centre encompassing the study of all the arts. The uniqueness 
of the IGNCA's approach to the art lies in the fact that it does not segregate the folk and the 
classical, the oral and the aural, the written and the spoken and the old and the modern. 
Here the emphasis is on the connectivity and the continuity between the various  elds 
that ultimately relate human-to- human and human-to-nature symbiosis. The important 
functions in this endeavor are to search for and to store materials and data pertaining to 
the art and culture of India. The IGNCA has been designated by the Government of India as 
the nodal agency for creation of a data bank on art, humanities and cultural heritage, the 
National Mission for Manuscripts, and National Mission on Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
The Centre has also been identi ed by UNESCO as nodal agency for the development of 
regional database for South and South East Asian countries on art, cultural heritage and 
life-styles through the application of state of the art technologies for standardization, 
exchange and dissemination of data.







4. Digitization at IGNCA: 
The digitization of materials, post digitization editing, high capacity storage & backup 
system, designing and development of e ective retrieval system etc. Technology used for 
this development is based on Open standards using Unicode, a multilingual standards for 
fonts, accepted worldwide with open type fonts. Search is available both in English and 
Hindi (Devanagari). User have the option to select the material of his interest either from a 
speci c type of collection like books, manuscripts, slides, audio, video etc.
These rare manuscripts collected from di erent institutions of India and abroad are mainly 
in the form of micro lms and micro che. Approximately 12000 rolls of micro lms (out of 
about 20000) have been digitized. The digitization of micro che started recently. Similarly, 
slides are collected from the institutions like ACSAA, British Library, Victoria and Albert 
Museum etc. Slides over 100000 have been digitized. Rare Photographs digitized includes 
Rajah Deen Dayal collection, Sambhu Nath Saha collection etc. About thousand hours of 
Audio/ Video  lm & video Documentation (online audio/ video) is available in digital form 
out of total collection of over 10000 hours. A part of the IGNCA's
1. Digitization of Ganjuur and Danjuur manuscripts at the National Library of Mongolia
2. Digitization of manuscripts at the National Museum, New Delhi
3. Digitization of manuscripts at the Oriental Research Library, Srinagar 
5. Digitization standards followed at the IGNCA for the digitization:
 Digitization standards followed at the IGNCA for the digitization are as per the UNESCO 
Guidelines published in 2002.
 Slides: Photo CD format ( ve resolutions normally and six resolutions in speci c cases).
 Microforms (Micro che and Micro lms):300 dpi ti ·
 Photographs:300 dpi ti  (600 / 1200 dpi in special cases)·
 Books and printed materials:300 dpi ti ·
 Audio:44 KHz .wav  le format.
 Video: MPEG 1/2
 Ti . Uncompressed Lower quality derivatives are used for the on line access of the 
materials.
6. Metadata:
 Presently Catalogue records from  LIBSYS are used
 Available Metadata of the contents will be  nally converted in Extended Dublin Core, as 
practiced for majority of the digital library projects worldwide.
7. Initiatives at Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA):
Recognizing the need to encompass and preserve this knowledge resource and to make 
these accessible to scholars and researchers, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 
(IGNCA) initiated the most important manuscript-micro lming programme in 1989. It has 
approached many of the private and public institutions and individuals who are in 
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possession of valuable manuscripts preferably in Sanskrit Language and has signed 
Memorandum of Understanding with each of them for micro lming of their manuscripts. 
IGNCA has, so far, micro lmed over 2.5 lakh manuscripts. Out of the total of over 20,600 
micro lm rolls, 17087 rolls have been digitized and 13803 rolls duplicated. Some of the 
reprographic material of various primary and secondary texts has also been obtained from 
many foreign institutions including Bibliotheque Nationale (Paris), Cambridge University 
Library (Cambridge, UK), Staatsbibliothek (Berlin), INION (Russia), Welcome Institute for 
the History of Medicine (London), and India O ce Library & Records (London).
8. Access to IGNCA Manuscripts Collection:
Scholars and researchers can access the micro lm/ micro che collection at the IGNCA and 
they can also obtain copies, subject to copyright restrictions, and indeed the conditions 
spelt out in the MoU signed between IGNCA and concerned manuscript Library. As a 
general practice, one needs to seek permission of concerned library to obtain a copy of the 
manuscript from IGNCA Collection. Copies are being made available in digital / micro lm / 
print formats on charge basis. The consultation to all above manuscripts at IGNCA 
Reference Library is open to all without any charges. Online catalogue of these 
manuscripts in MARC 21 will be made available soon. More details regarding above 
collection and its access can be had from www.ignca.nic.in
9. National Mission for Manuscripts, IGNCA, New Delhi:
The National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) is the  rst consolidated national e ort for 
reclaiming India's inheritance of knowledge contained in the vast treasure of manuscripts. 
The Mission was established in 2003 by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture with Indira 
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts as its nodal agency. The major objectives of the Mission 
are
 Survey, document and catalogue Indian manuscripts, in India and abroad, and compile 
a National Database
 Facilitate conservation and preservation of manuscripts through training, awareness 
building and  nancial support
 Provide ready access to these manuscripts through digitization and publication
 Promote scholarship and research in the study of Indian languages and manuscript 
logy
 Set up a National Manuscripts Library at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, 
New Delhi.
The Mission functions through di erent types of centers established throughout the 
country to materialize these objectives. There are 46 Manuscript Resource Centers (MRC-s), 
33 Manuscript Conservation Centers (MCC-s), 42 Manuscript Partner Centers (MPC-s) and 
300 Manuscript Conservation Partner Centers (MCPCs)
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Table -1
State Archives, State Libraries and State Museums:
According to information compiled by IGNCA, the holdings of some of the major state-
administered institutions are as follows:
Sl. 
No Organization 
Number of  
Manuscripts  
1 Adyar Library and Research Centre, Chennai 40,000 










4 Goa Central Library
 
50
 5 Government Manuscript Library, Allahabad 
 
11,000
 6 Manipur State Archives
 
334
 7 Manipur State Kala Academy
 
1636
 8 Oriental Institute and Manuscript Library, Thiruvananthpuram (Kerala)
 
56,000


























15 The State Archives of Andhra Pradesh 6,209
16 TMSSM Library, Thanjavur (Tamil Nadu) 47,625
Manuscript holdings with State Government run institutions are widely distributed. 
However, information is not readily available regarding the extent to which these 
manuscripts are catalogued, scienti cally preserved and made accessible to scholars. And 
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First Phase of the pilot project of Digitization
The NMM tie up with IGNCA Mission started with digitization of 5 caches of manuscripts as 
a Pilot project. In the  rst phase of the pilot project approximately 39 lakh pages of 
manuscripts were selected for digitization. Out of these selected pages about 25 lakhs 
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Kutiyattam manuscripts from Oriental 























INTACH, Lucknow. 1000 180 Work in progress
Figure- 1
First Phase Pie chart:-
Second Phase of Digitization
NMM and IGNCA have started digitizing Manuscripts under the second phase of the 
digitization project. Under this project; around 25000 Manuscripts are targeted for 
digitization. The digitization is going on in several repositories and all the manuscripts 
available in their collection are being digitized. Approximately 38% of the work has been 
completed and the remaining is expected to be completed by March 2010.
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French Institute of Pondicherry, Pondicherry 502 170661 Work in progress
Kundakunda Jnanapeeth, Indore, Madhya Pradesh Started recently
Figure -2
Second Phase Pie Chart:-
The Digital Shift: Making Libraries Relevant for Education and Research, 6-7 March 2014
DLISc, Karnataka State Women's University, Bijapur
The  rst phase table shows that out of six organizations taken for digitization work, two of 
the organization i.e Oriental Research Library, Srinagar, and Government Oriental Public 
Library and Research Centre, Chennai. Has completed the work. Whereas kutiyattam 
manuscript (karalla) Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar, and INTACH, Lucknow. Was work 
in progress 
The IInd phase table shows that Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar work process is been 
continued from Ist Phase and is in progress, Krishna Kanta Handique Library, Guwahati, 
Assam. Started digitization work in IInd phase and is in progress, ASPM is in digitization 
progress started IInd phase, while Dr, Hari Singh Gaur University, Sagar, Madhya Pradesh, 
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Himachal Academy of  Arts, Culture and Languages, Simla, Himachal Pradesh, and 
MSGUMP. Completed digitization work.
10. Finding:
Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar, Orissa. Digitization work starts in Ist and continues in 
IInd phases and is in digitization progress. Whereas Kutiyattam (karalla) and INTACH, 
Lucknow Starts digitization work in Ist phase and was incomplete but was not considered 
to continue to work progress is this IInd phase. The reason is unknown (it is not said)  
11. Conclusion and Suggestion:
Manuscripts are enormous wealth of nation which are irreparable or irreplaceable ones it is 
lost, preservation of manuscripts is unyielding and perplexing problem but man séances 
to be worked about the permanence of his writing ever since he attempted to write 
The Indira Gandhi national Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), established in the memory of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi, is visualized a centre encompassing the study of all the arts. The IGNCA has 
been designated by the Government of India as the nodal agency for creation of a data 
bank on art, humanities and cultural heritage, the National Mission for Manuscripts, and 
National Mission on Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Centre has also been identi ed by 
UNESCO as nodal agency for the development of regional database for South and South 
East Asian countries on art, cultural heritage and life- styles through the application of 
state of the art technologies for standardization, exchange and dissemination of data.
These rare manuscripts collected from di erent institutions of India and abroad are mainly 
in the form of micro lms and micro che. Approximately 12000 rolls of micro lms (out of 
about 20000) have been digitized. The digitization of micro che started recently. Similarly, 
slides are collected from the institutions like ACSAA, British Library, Victoria and Albert 
Museum etc. Slides over 100000 have been digitized. Rare Photographs digitized includes 
Rajah Deen Dayal collection, Sambhu Nath Saha collection etc. About thousand hours of 
Audio / Video Film & Video Documentation (online audio / video) is available in digital form 
out of total collection of over 10000 hours. A part of the IGNCA's.
Recognizing the need to encompass and preserve this knowledge resource and to make 
these accessible to scholars and researchers, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 
(IGNCA) initiated the most important manuscript-micro lming programme in 1989. It has 
approached many of the private and public institutions and individuals who are in 
possession of valuable manuscripts preferably in Sanskrit Language and has signed 
Memorandum of Understanding with each of them for micro lming of their manuscripts.
Thinking the importance of digital preservation in India too, numbers of projects taken by 
di erent organizations for the Preservation of these valuable manuscripts in digital format. 
The deterioration is one of the major problems in organization and management of 
manuscript collection.
But deterioration is the rule of nature, so now emphasis has to be given on the preservation 
of the contents along with the physical preservation of the manuscripts; in some cases 
physical preservation of manuscripts is impossible too. The digital preservation is to be 
suggested and it can preserve the manuscripts with its own physical features and contents.
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The importance of digital preservation cannot be ignored. The digitization should be the 
supplement for the electronic access of such manuscript collection and these digital forms 
of manuscripts should not be made available on open access, if the custodians of such 
manuscripts refuse to do it.
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